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CONFIDENTIAL ABU DHABI 0204 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : PLOS 

SUBJECT : LOS: INTERSESSIONAL MEETING ON COMMITTEE I MATTERS IN 
GENEVA; REGIONAL ARAB LOS MEETING, CAIRO 18 JANUARY 

REF: (A) STATE 3591, (B) STATE 009443, (C) ABU DHABI 166 
(NOTAL) 

1 . EMBASSY LOS OFFICER JAN 17 DISCUSSED SUBJECTS RAISED 
STATE REFTELS WITH TAJ AL-SIR HAMZA, DIRECTOR LEGAL 
AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT, MFA, WITH FOLLOWING RESULT. 

2. RE EVENSEN GROUP MEETING IN GENEVA, HAMZA STATED HE DID 
NOT KNOW IF UAEG WOULD BE REPRESENTED. HE AGREED SESSION 
WAS IMPORTANT AND ISSUES CRITICAL, BUT HE WOULD HAVE TO 
DISCUSS QUESTION OF ATTENDANCE WITH MINSTATE FOR FOREIGN 
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AFFAIRS, SAIF GHUBBASH, WHEN LATTER RETURNED FROM 
ARAB FOREIGN MINSTERS' MEETING IN CAIRO. HAMZA 
PROMISED TO INFORM EMBASSY OF DECISION. 

3. RE REGIONAL ARAB LOS MEETING, HAMZA STATE HE 
EXPECTED FULL RANGE OF LOS ISSUES WOULD BE EXAMINED. 

HE COMMENTED THERE WAS CONSIDERABLE DIVERGENCE WITHIN 
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ARAB GROUP AND IT WAS DOUBTFUL THAT UNIFIED POSITIONS 
WOULD BE DEVELOPED ON NUMBER ISSUES. HE NOTED SPECI- 
FICALLY STRAITS QUESTION WHERE HE PUT UAE IN OPPOSITE 
CAMP (WITH IRAQ) FROM THAT OF EGYPT AND OMAN. ON 
THREE ISSUES HIGHLIGHTED REF B - (A) EXPLOITATION 
OF DEEP SEA BED-HAMZA CHARACTERIZED UAE POSITION 
AS GENERALLY "THIRD WORLD", IN SUPPORT OF INTER- 
NATIONAL REGIME. HE STATED, HOWEVER, THAT THIS UAE 
STANCE WAS NOT FIRMLY DEFINED AND DID NOT RULE OUT 
SUPPORT FOR ACCESS BY INDIVIDUAL STATES AND THEIR 
NATIONALS. HE READILY ACKNOWLEDGED KEY IMPORTANCE 
OF THIS ISSUE AND WAS FAMILIAR BOTH WITH US POSITION 
AS WELL AS OUR COMPROMISE EFFORTS. HE EXPRESSED 
APPRECIATION FOR EMBASSY'S HIGHLIGHTING THIS ASPECT 
OF LOS AND PROMISED RAISE MATTER WITH M INSTATE 
GHUBBASH ON HIS RETURN. (B) ECONOMIC ZONE-HAMZA 
STATED THAT UAE DRAFT LOS STATUTE DECLARED ECONOMIC 
ZONE TO BE HIGH SEAS. THIS WAS OF COURSE NOT YET 
LAW (SEE 76 ABU DHABI 0130) BUT AS OF NOW THIS WAS 
UAE POSITION AND HE EXPECTED IT TO REMAIN SO. 

(C) SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH-HAMZA SAID UAE HAD NOT YET 
TAKEN POSITION ON THIS POINT. 

4. COMMENT: GENERALLY UAEG SEEMS TO HAVE OPEN MIND 
ON MOST LOS ISSUES OR HAS COME DOWN IN DIRECTIONS 
WE FAVOR. SO LONG AS THERE IS DIVERGENCE WITHIN THE 
ARAB BLOCK, WE EXPECT IT WILL BE OPEN TO FURTHER 
ARGUMENT. CERTAINLY HAMZA BELIEVES AGREEMENT IS IN 
UAE'S INTERESTS AND THAT NEXT SESSION WILL PROBABLY 
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BE DECISIVE. PROBLEM IS LIMITED HUMAN RESOURCES 
WHICH UAE HAS TO DEVOTE TO THIS SUBJECT. THIS MAY 
LEAD TO ABSENCE FROM EVENSEN GROUP SESSION AND IS 
LIKELY TO LIMIT UAE INFLUENCE REGARDLESS OF POSITIONS 
TAKEN. 

DICKMAN 
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